
I-145-001

Comment noted. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS describes the Preferred

Alternative, which addresses all three problems identified in the

comment. The new SR 520 corridor would be six lanes wide (two 11-

foot-wide outer general-purpose lanes and one 12-foot-wide inside HOV

lane in each direction), with widened inside and outside shoulders.  The

project would also improve the ramp designs in the project area to be

consistent with current design guidelines, which would result in

improvements in safety and traffic operations.

For a description of how the proposed changes would affect freeway

traffic operations, please refer to Section 5.1 of the Final EIS and

Chapter 5 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report. 
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The project would complete the HOV lanes across the floating project.

The addition of HOV lanes to the corridor, with no increase in the

existing number of general-purpose lanes, is expressly intended to

improve the speed and reliability of transit service, providing an incentive

to use transit. As noted discussion of project need on page 1-6 of the

SDEIS, the prospect of substantially increased travel times in 2030

“makes it imperative that commuters be provided with travel choices that

allow them to avoid driving along, and that the proposed project be built

to support increased use of transit and HOVs.” As discussed in section

5.1 of the SDEIS, and section 5.1 of the Final EIS, HOV and transit

commuters would experience substantial travel time benefits in 2030

with the addition of the HOV lane.
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